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fter nearly 18 months, the Archaeological
Survey of India reopened the Taj Mahal for
night vxewmg in the third week of August.
smmrmeﬂmsetofvismrsvnwhaﬂme
see the marble marvel under a moonlit sky.
But as the final batch walked in, late into the night, the

afull moon. The Taj, the byword for tourism in India, has
Junewh

it reopened for day visits. It is not just the 17th century
monument that is seeing footfalls. Indians are again
thronging image cen-
tres. It seems the cloud of despair that hung over the tour-
ism sector during the two raging waves of the Covid-19
‘pandemic is blown away.

Says Rajkumar Patel, superintending archaeologist at
/AST's Agra circle: “Tourists have started visiting the Taj

Wegetover y

getfully booked thesedays.”
Globally, travel and tourism has been one of the biggest
casualties of the pandemic. Prior to Covid-19, the sector

WE ARE
OPEN

Domestic tourism is reviving as visitors again throng
popular destinations, even pilgrimage centres

e
LEAD INDICATORS

AVIATION SECTOR
Average footfall In domestic

alrports s 5 lakh now. Flight
services areabout 2,500.
Passenger l0ad IS 70-75%.

HOTELS

Hotels Intourist centres In metros
are getting fully booked on long
weekends and festival holldays
TOURISTDESTINATIONS
Jammu &Kashmir, Ladakh & the
AAndamans get high footfalls
PILGRIMAGE TOURS

Most rellglous places are seeing
75-80% of pre-Covld footfalls.
Dhamyatras, visits to dargahs and
churches on steady recovery path.
TRAINTICKET SALES

IRCTC sells an average of 14 lakh

nearly 10% of global! HOTEL' um TICKET SALES llfé(i[s perday vis-a-vis9lakhin
IMF: India, too, reliesheav- hotel 9% passenger
ily on tourism nearly 7% of theGDP,  occupancy the past loadmtmr(rmn'lc for utilisationof seavs) Sevemlsectuls TAJMAHAL
amgenmmswumnuﬂlonm\x.whenmvldmckﬂw few months are fully booked. Presently, footfalls at major Indianair-  Gets nearly 32,000 visitors on
countr Jaipur, Udaipur, Goa, Kodagu, Darjeeling, Corbett, por visa-vis weekenus now. lem viewing
theshamof wunsmsemrmGDPml 04.7%, aword.lng of visi- . 5daysa
toarecentreportby SBI Resea tors.” ‘Train ticket bookings mon[n Isfully Dooked
sands of people lost me!rjons showed IRCTC, the ticketing and tourism platform under the
signsof terof lastflscal, the thisyear This ~Ministryof Railways, getsnearly 14lakhticketbookingsa  HOUSEBOATS OF
C waveput trend "says GKV Rao, go) day, 9lakh in Anand  KASHM
widening al, tourism, Ministryof Tourism. a“bright Kumar Jha, IRCTC says travellershave  Were almost fully booked during
age, ismsector Lead 202" forboth ism. shifted ticket coun-
bookings, hotel y ters. “Sale of general/unreserve

occupancyra arecovery.

Union mlnlster for tourism G Klshan Reddy says
travel hasresumed and tourist destinations:

reoelvlngalarge number of visitors. There isa pent up

will sur:

Domestic travel has

resumed In the country
and tourist destinatlons are
recelving a large number of
visitors. There Is a pent-up
demand that will surface — and
can be tapped”

G Kishan Reddy,
Union Minister for Tourism

“Near-ter
seenajump over the past few weeks,” says Vipul Prakash,
000, MakeM; and

If ter
of this fiscal to see a better rebound,” says Parveen
Chander, SVP (sales & THCL

fewummmmwddmamkastopummages;m

CORBETTTIGER nss;m(:v

StriRamayana Yatra. It infour

Gets nearly
year; could close this yearwlm

Tajk ice,”hesays. nearly 2.5 lakhvisitors
travel after the second Covid: be Pilgr ites across the country are seeing an in- N
hashelped therevivalof thesocior “l'helmustrylsmeing Tout of devotees. ANDAMANS S
M80% ticipating in Dham yatras
of pre-pandemiclevels,” headds. such as the Ajmer Dargah and Church in agalnst 2,000
PatuKeswani, CMD of Lemon Tree Hotels, perday lmaId me250ddstthadwlng
demand is leading to “a lot of revenge travel” among thepast
Indians. “The January-March 2022 quarter will be very toafewcor ydavnow
good for thehotel industry” hesays.
oy kot ey o iy VICTORA MEMORIAL
catering only to domestic travellers. Chains like The Taj lnmompeopletmvdungnxwoﬂg

and Marriott command a large wallet share of foreign
“I O

tour

resume,

domestic tour are
abuzv. Naaz Kashmir ‘ahouseboat on Kashmir’s Nigeen
Lake, Al the owner,

Euroj

inQ1of 2022. Buta

“JRK.

Gets 13,000-
visitorsa day; re-Covid monms,
Itwas over 20,000

GOOGLE SEARCHES

50% recovery startonly from Q4 of next
year,” says Monlsha Dewan, senior area director (sales),
Marriott International

Smaller

of
trekkingandadventuresports,”says Ali.
D

Hollday searc! g
steadlly rising every month

of tour

‘bookingtickets 30days aheadof thedateof travel. Thereis

aconsistent month-on-month increase in forward book-

ingswithin theflightsand hotel segment,” headds.
Economists at QuantEco Research scanned Google

ugust this year. Several travellers,

foar lar
ertles. Tree of Life Resorts, a boutique hotel chain with

ratios
of about 70%. “We have been very busy since August,”
says Akhil Anand, director, 'I‘ree of Life Resorts.

holiday

and Oyo Rooms over the past three weeks.

Trip

properties has
beer:‘ going up since 2015. Covm has accelerated the
tren

T
ists. This, s, s

‘ber of Covid-19 cases in the state. “In normal times, we
would get 15-20tripsa month; now wegetabout 8-10 trips,”
says V Vinod, president, All Kerala Houseboat Owners’

T
whentheoverall tourismactivity picksup,”headds.
IntheEast,

turnout of visitors. The Victoria Memorial Museum in

by " headds.

Tecovery.
tial

travel,” says Yuvika Singhal, economist at QuantEco.
Forlargetravelagentslike Thomas Cook India, domestic
the past few months. The agency is seeing significant
growth in the number of people wanting to travel within
meoounu yandstay tiesforalong
lod.

lmgovexseas days,” says Abraham Alapatt, pnsl
dent & country head—marketing, Thomas Cook India.
“Also, notalotof discountsarethere—air faresarehighin
somesectorsand hotelsarechargingpre-Covidrates. Now
thereis demand for travel now, butsupply islimited.”

SHARE OF TOP 10 STATES IN DOMESTIC
TOURIST VISITS, 2020

If Covid restrictions are eased

and commerclal flight operations
resume, we can anticlpate some
Inbound travellers from
Europe In Q1 of 2022. Buta
50% recovery to 2019 levels
may start only from Q4 of
nextyear”

MONISHA DEWAN,

.. Senior area director (sales
», Marriott International

Kolkata has been ogging over 13,000 visitors a day as
against in pre-Covid months. Natior
of visi-
tors. “mmaymdmjsywmmzzlakhmzslalmv!sl
torsasagainstour pre-Covidannual averageof 3lakhvisi-
tors,”says Rahul, director, Corbett Tiger Reserve.
Peopleareflocking tothe Andamansas well. “Weare get-
tingaround500tourists every day If Covid casesstay with-
in a manageable limit, we may see more tourists in
Decemberand eariy nextyear,” says Nikhil Kalra, proprie-
tor of Blue Corals Dive, Havelock. Goa is seeing a rush of
visitors on long weekends and festival holldays “The
beachesare] on weekends,” says Ji
of Souza Lobo, a restaurant on Calangute Beacn “The
mmm It will reach pre-Covid lev-
m(}m, headds Happyhoudaysamalmosmem
llesh.menon(@timesgroup.com

STATE %SHARE
‘TamliNadu I 230
uttar Pradesh I 141
Kamataka I 127
AndhraPradesh I 116
Telangana - 66
Maharashtra 64
WestBengal 47
MadnyaPradesh [ 39
Gujarat o 32
Punjab [ 27
others | 110

NUMBER OF DOMESTIC NO. OF GOVT-APPROVED

TOURISTS IN STATES & UTs HOTELS & HOTELROOMS ININDIA

Year No. c CATEGORY HOTELS ROOMS
Tourists (mn) Previousvear ()  One-Star 10 346

015 1432 116 Two-star 27 914

2016 1615 130 Is‘"‘r*;;:' i:: ;‘:;::

275 28, Flve-star 226 28833

2018 1854 120 Five-star Deluxe 149 33877

2019 2322 253 Herltage Hotels 59 1778

2020 610 74 1,423 1,05292

TOTAL
‘S0UrCe: Tourism MINISIT, INJUSTTY SOUTces

MICE TRAVEL

BUsIness meetings, conferences,
exhibitions, corporate offsltes
are galningtraction




